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Frencd o
CITY HALL ( OLD SOUPHERN MARKET)
" Mobile, Nobile County, Alabama. HARS
: Boyal and Ohurch Sireets. ATA
Qwnership: h9—1\,dOBI R
1.

Present Owner: Oity of loblle. From 1855 to 1935.

Present Oocupamts: Municipal Offices, “Cify of Lobile. p
Alabans Hationa.l’(}md; "‘DDENDUM

Fire Department Station.
dmerioan Legion & others. FOLLOWS sud

Previous Occupants: Meab; fish and vegaftablé markets,
First Volunteer Regiment. (Four local

Compsniee).
Merchants.
Date of Erection: 1856=1857.,
Architects Thomas Simmons Fames.
Builder: Built under the superintendance of T. §.

James. R. Hs Redwood was principal oontractor at the time
of completione

Pregent Condition: Good, considering age - especially the
upper portions. Except for remodeling of municipall offioes
and central entrance on Roysl Street, about 1911, no
additions or materisl changes of street exteriors have beem
mede, but s large part of that gection of the ground floor,
originally used for meat purposes, has been removed, forming
a closed courte

Number of Stories: TWO

Haterials of Comstruction: Briok; slate roof; smooth situcco.
whitewashed; wrought iron grilies and gates; wood oupola.

Other &xisting Records:

-t

_3_29_3 "HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF OLD MOBILE",
“Bompiled by John F. Clennon.
Pen & ink drawings done by,
Chici Glennon Lasley.

This book is an advertisement of the First
National Bemk, Mobile, “labama.
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Additional Data: "The Southern Market", 80 named according 42. Mo ey
to a city ordinance of 1855, and now generally
referred to as "™he City Hall" was primarly intended -
for the principael city market for meats, fish and
vegestables.

In February 1855, at the time when plans
and specifications were otherwise complete,but before
the building wae begun, it was decided to add additionsl

rooms for municipal offices.

4 petition, of July 26, 1855, wae reoeived
from the First Volunteer Hegiment, comprised of "Mobile
Cadets™, ™dobile mﬂes," "Washingtdn Light Infantry"
and “Mobile Artillery", which ineluded the stateument
that a new and more oommodious Armory and Hall can de
be built over the story now being erected on the Church
Street 1line of the New Market grounds ecty City records
show that on August 25, 1855 suthority was given for
this sgreeably to the plan of T. S. James, Architect,
that is all of the second floor on Church St., with the
exception of the cormer room on Royal Sireet. Fiarther wording
grants to the Regiment free and uwndisturbed use and
possession 80 long a9 it ehall be used and held by =2aid
Regiment for the purpose intended, to wit, for an Armory
and other militedy pirposes and no longer. It iz = used
today.

Apparently construction proceeded without
interruption and in October 18, 1855, we find a report
stating , in effect, that theym expect the stalle to be
ready for oocupanoy next month. Later reports, however,
indicate that the section of the tuilding intended for
mmicipal offices, while well advanced was more complete
and other sections, includind the Armory, were not to be
completed until the year 1857.

on December 27, 1855, a fire occured in the
Municipsl offices and in consequence 1% was decided to
rush completion of a sufficient number of rooms to apcomodate
the Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer and two Bdards. As the ‘
Architect advised that such rooms cou 1d, at a low coat and
within a short time to bs made ready for oocupancy, tho
not fully completed, it may be believed that the offices
of this city occupied at least a part of their present
guarters early in 1856. About this time financial -
diffioulties arose, construction was delayed eeveral months,
and in Mey 1856, it was resolved to raise an additional
$ 40. 000.00 for paying indebtness and oompleting the
building.
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Additional Data; (Cont'd)

Fram the spring of 1856 progress was evidently
resumed. On March 20, 1857, wé find in the records indigstions
¢f the completion of the Armory, and, sven earlier referemces
to the remting of stalls and stores. 1In a report of May 7, 1857,
relative to teceipts end disbursements of the Mobils City Market
fund {8 included a statement showing that several amounts,
totaling about $11,000. 00 were paid to R« H. Redwood bBetween
January end March 1857, and e payment in full of $5632.06 was
made o him on April 20, 1857. While minor changes or additions
may have been made afterwards, it seeme safe to say that this
building was sssentislly completed in the year of 1857.

041 I?ai;t %s:
Market Buii.lzding
"

o ]
] "

Frony on Royal Street
Reaxr on Water Streed
Oorner on Church and Water Strests
Royal Street Gateway.

t 11

These ere by Mr. Hoderick MacKemzie.
Painted in Mobile, .&J,abama. 1934: under P, W' &o 4e P.

Source of Materials  Mobile Uity Records
~ City Hall
Mobile, Alabamae

¥Mr. Gustave Chaudron Jr.,
258 8tocking Jtreet
Hobile, Alabams.
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AMERICA'S CITY HALLS o B -¥{Pﬁ§i

- CITY HALL PROJECT REPORT, MOBILE, ALABAMA _ : CRLA
NAME: ORIGINAL NAME: Southern Market and Municipal Building S R BARET
Present Name: - City Hall W o

LOCATION: 107-115 Sputh Royal Street, Mobile, Alabama 36602

Bounded on the west by Royal Street, on the south by
Church Street, on the east by Water Street, and on the
north by the rear property line of the lots on Govern-
ment Street.

PRESENT OWNER: City of Mobile

PRESENT OCCUPANT: Vacant since major damage caused by the hurricane
of September 12, 1979. Plans for repairs and renovations
under advisement.

SIGNIFICANCE: A rare and well documented 1858 building that served

the City of Mobile concurrently both as a public market
and city governmental building until well into the 20th
century. Since the removal of the market, the whole
building has been occupied by municipal offices and court
room, until the devestating Hurricane Frederick in 1979.
The building is significant for its architectural charac-
ristics as well as for its historic importance to the City.

‘ The building is on the National Register of Historic Places
as a National Historic Landmark, as well as being part of
the Church Street East Historic District.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFQRMATION

A. PHYSICAL HISTORY

1. BErected 1856.

a) Report of the Joint Market Committee to the Mayor and
Board of Aldermen, July 27, 1854,

01d market on Government Street condemned. Recommenda-
tion made to erect two new markets, one on the south
section of the city, the other on the north.

b) August 12, 1854; Approved that thirty to forty thousand
be spent on the southern market, twenty to thirty thou-
sand on the northern. (Final determination was $44,000.)

c) September 24, 1854; lots proposed by the Market Com-
mittee for location of new markets. Proposal adopted
to purchase block for the Southern Market, land bounded
by Royal on the west, Church on the south, Water on the
west and the north property known as Hitchcock Row,
"for the purpose of providing for the erection of a

.' suitable market thereon."
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d)

£)

qg)

h)

i)

)

k)

February 1, 1855; Report of the Joint Committee
on Public Property to the Mayor and Beoard of
Aldermen.

(1) That the old City Hall on Conti and Jackson
was in a deteriorating state

(2) That the old City Hall was too small to serve
the growing municipal needs

(3) That a second story be added to the plans of
the new Southern Market to house the municipal
offices.

(4) That the Southern Market and Municipal rooms
should face Royal Street and that the addition
of the Municipal additions should not exceed
$6,000

(5) Proposal adopted and committee given power to
proceed. (Final approval February 10.)

June 1, 1855; 44 bonds issued at $1,000.00 (See
Supplemental material, page 5.)

October 29, 1855; Official name established, the
Southern Market,

December 27, 1855, 0ld City Hall on Conti and Jack~
son burned.

Contract signed with Thomas S. James as superin-
tendent to finish the new facility. (See Supple~
mental material, page 2.)

Mcbile Commercial Register, December 30, 1855
states Thomas James as architect and mentions "his
pretty pictures”". (See supplemental Material, page 4.)

February 2, 1856; bills tendered to T. S. James
for lumber. But work stoppage ordered. Committee
relieved of duties in March.

September 20, 1856; new contract made between
Mayor/Board of Aldermen and Richard Redwood and
others, to complete the Southern Market and Muni-
cipal ‘rooms for $25,000. (See Supplemental Material
page 3.) : :

September 22, 1856; contract with William Rouse for
iron work in arcades, $3,500, furnished by the New
York Wire Railing Company, New York. (See Supple-

mental material, pages 3,6,7.) .
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2. ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS,.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Thomas Simmons James (1803-1862) Magnolia Cemetery
records. 1850 City Census: T. S. James, 45 m;Va.
James came from Princess County, Virginia. Promi-
nent builder in Mobile; worked on Barton Academy
(Board of Education Minutes) and the Government
Street Presbyterian Church (History of the Govern-
ment Street Presbyterian Church, Alfred Murray.
Erroneously assigned as its architect.)

December 27, 1855 Superintendent of Southern Market
and Municipal addition.

Listed in City Directories: 1839, 1842 and 1844 as
"builder"™; 1852 listed as "architect"

Richard Redwood, builder. {(1804-1872)

Census 1850: 45 m; Va.

Mobile City Directory: 1856 listed as a "builder"
Contract for iron work around Barton Academy (Board
Minutes)

Contract to finish the Southern Market and Municipal
Building. _

Contractor of several homes in the mid-century, Mobile.

William Rouse, Iron Dealer {died October 14, 1871;
age 55 years, 7 months.
Listed in Mobile City Directories, 1842 and until 1870.

1910 Alterations in City Hall

Architects: William L. Denham - George E. Denham
1910 City Directory: William L. Denham, architect
in f£firm Downey and Denham
George E. Denham, draftsman in
office of George B. Rogers
1914; William L. Denham joined the firm of Hutchisson
and Denham ' '

Late 1930 renovations in City Hall

1939 Directory: Frederick W. Clarke, architect.

4, ORIGINAL. PLANS AND CONSTRUCTION

a)

No plans exist of the original building. The building
complex is made of 4 rectangqular sections connected by
3 arcaded passageways, the whole comprising a block
244" on Royal by 275' plus on Church by 213' plus on
Water Street. (See plan in the Mobile Atlas of 1878,
and Sanborn Map of 1880, Supplemental Material, Sec-

- tion 9)
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The two central sections form a U shaped mass,
facing on Royal Street and extending east to
Water Street.

The south wing annex is 30' wide by 275' long,
facing the south on Church Street and forms a
series of individual stalls or shops. The eastern
% from the stairway has walls 5" - one brick thin-
ner than the west half.

The north wing annex is the same width but much
shorter and for many years was attached to a
building on the north. (See Sanborn maps of 1880,
1891, Supplemental Material Section 2.)

b) The main sections of the complex facing on Royal
Street, are two story in elevation and of brick
construction,

The two central sections of the brick construction
occupy a Space approximately 120' on a sguare.
(See HABS plan, Section 9.)

The central market stalls were of frame construc-
tion, one story elevation; now destroyed.

¢) Connecting the four sections on Royal Street are 3,
one story brick arcaded entrance passages. Similar
brick arcaded entrances connect the buildings on the
east Water Street facade. {(See HABS drawings, Sec-
tion 9).

d) An octagonal cupola dominates over the central
passage. '

5. ALTERATIQONS AND ADDITIONS

According t¢ the maps illustrating the ground plans, (See
Supplemental Material Item 8,a to i) major changes in the build-
ings were not made until in the 20th century.

1904 Sanborn Maps (Supplemental Material item 8-e - 8~f)
An overlay on the 1904 Sanborn map shows a major change
in the central section of the two main buildings -
compare 1915.
¢ 1910 Alterations by Mobile; architects Denham and Denham.
a) A bridge was built connecting the east end of the
two brick wings, marked in green on the map. {(8-F) -
b). A council chamber was constructed above the brldge.
at the second floor level.
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1915

1924

1934,

¢) The original openh passageway between the two
brick wings were enclosed to form an entrance
lobby.

d) The stairway was reoriented to the east wall
of the lobby. Mr. Nicholas Holmes in his re-
port to the City Commission on the building
after the Hurricane of 1979 page 10, said, "to
accomodate the new stairway an addition was made
in reinforced concrete,”

e) Mr. Holmes attributed all present interior de-
¢cor to this renovation perieod.

Sanborn does not indicate any changes (Supplemental
Material, 8-f)

Sanborn Map (Item 8-g)

The map has several overlays, the first in 1927, then
1933, 1939, 1944, 1946, 1950, 1954.

The market stalls have been removed,

Between 1824 and 1935:

a) The Matt Sloan Fire Station erected in the
eastern end of the courtyard and attached to
the west wall of the Water Street brick gate-

. passageways.

b) A driveway cut into the South Annex on Church
Street, to the east of the 6th bay, connecting
Church Street and the inner court.

35 HABS drawings, 15 sheets, and 18 photographs. (8-h)
a) The building basically the same massing and plan
as at present, except for the infilling of the

windows on the Church Street facade.

b) The decorative treatment of the central entrance
has been altered from the photograph of 1857. In
the original building the cornice of the central
passage entrancewas crowned with a crenelated
parapet. In the HABS elevation drawing (see photo)
it has been replaced by a moulded double curving
parapet. This may have been done at the time of
the 1210 changes.

After 1935 In the HABS photos of the Church Street Elevation
of the South Annex, the first floor windows still are
centered in each bay. In the contemporary photo, the bays
have been larqgely infilled. The windows in the western
half between Royal Street and the Driveway are 6/6 lights,
those in the eastern half are 8/8.

Late in 1930 '

a) Late in 1930 the second floor of City Hall was re-

_ inforced by a structural steel framing system.

b) The open space beneath the bridge marked on the
map 8-e was infilled for an office. (Nicholas Holmes'
 report, page 12)
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1936

¢) The architect for the work was Fred W. Clarke,
Wall murals painted by John Walker. Paintings

on the walls of the lobby. Subjects: Local

Mobile History.

Marble wainscoting installed at the time the murals
were mounted.

For an evaluation of the structural condition of the building
following the Hurricane of 1979, refer to report by Nicholas
Holmes, architect, April 1980.

B, HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Minor changes were made in the use of the building at the first

floor level.

The second floor remained in use as as a City Hall

until the closing of the building after the hurricane.

1880

1885

1904

1924

In the market section were vegetable stalls, meat
stalls.

The North Annex contained a grocery store and a
saloon,

The South Annex contained a fruit stand, fish mar-
kets, a restaurant and a saloon. On the second
story the rooms were occupied as an armory.

2 large rooms east of the 6th bay of the South
Annex were taken over by the Armory and the second
floor contained a drill room and Regimental Company
rooms.,

The North Annex still used as stores.

The South Annex first floor used for storage; second
flooxr used as Headquarters for the A,N.G. Regiment
and Drill Hall.

The North Annex used by the Sewer Department of the
City.

The South Annex used for storage on the first floor,
the second floor for City offices.

PART I1 ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTERIOR

See architectural description in Supplemental Material,

B. Interior sections of the building.

Lobby: Entrance lobby contains a large stairway with marble

treads and risers. An elevator to the left of the
stairway. Floor,ceramic tile; Marble wainscoting
on walls below murals; pilasters frame paintings.
Crown mouldings. Stairway; cast iron supports,
brass railing in lower run. String course about
about 12" yp on walls. -
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City Planning Offices on north, down 2 steps. Crown
moulding continued into City Planning Office;
individual office rooms have modern wall surfacing.

2nd story of central section
Hall, tile flooring; wall pilasters; dado moulding.
Council Chamber,2 central Corinthian ¢olumns sup-
porting bracing arches and dividing the room into
two sections,
A cove ceiling articulated by a double curved
panel moulding above and a crown moulding embellished
with a fine dentil course.
The wall behind the dias has a curtained panel framed
by pilasters with a double capital, Corinthian below
and Tuscan Doric above.

South Annex: beaded wall boarding on stairs; originally

beaded ceiling, now all ceilings lowered; offices
with modern siding; originally doors of second story
had transoms that have been infilled.

SITE

C.

The building faces west on Royal Street.

The complex occupies the entire site from Royval to Water
and from Church to the rear property lines of lots on
Government,

To the north of the complex on the south east corner of
Royal and Government is a parking lot. In the south west
corner of Water and Government is the Police Building,
both occupying what was originally Hitchcock Row.

A sidewalk runs in front of the building on Royal and
along the side of the South Annex on Church Street. The
sidewalks are broken by circular wells in which small
trees have been planted, otherwise there are no areas of
plantings.

PART III SOURCES AND INFORMATION

A} DRAWINGS AND MAPS

1) HABS drawings, 1934-35; originals in the Library of
Congress. .
Copies in the Mobile Public Library, Local History
Divigion, Holmes Collection.

2) City Atlas Map of 1878; Public Library, Local History,
Copy in office of the MHDC.

3) Sanborn Maps of 1880, 1885, 1891, 1904, 1915, 1924,
Copies in the office of the MHDC.

B} PHOTOGRAPHS AND ENGRAVINGS

1) 1857, Ballou, DRAWING ROOM COMPANION, collection of Mrs.
Carter Smith, Mobile, Ala.
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2) 1887, HARPER'S WEEKLY, July 16, 1887

3} Plate in Peter Hamilton, ART WORKS IN MOBILE AND
VICINITY, W, H. Parish Pub. Co., 1894

4) HABS, photographs selected from the 18 taken in
1934-35; originals in the Library of Congress;
Copies in the Public Library, Local History Divi-
sion, Holmes Collection.

5} Photos taken by Roy Thigpen for the City Planning
Commission publication, NINETEENTH CENTURY MOBILE
ARCHITECTURE, originals in the files of the Mobile
City Planning Commission.

6) Miscellaneous photos in the files of the MHDC.

7) Photo in the Overbey Collection, University of
South Alabama Photo Archives, Brookley Building,
#2001.

C) BIBLIOGRAPHY
1} PRIMARY SOURCES

a) See sources for maps, engravings and photographs.
b) Historic Information:
Minutes of the Board of Aldermen, City Archives;
temporarily stored in Building C, present City Hall,
. Pauphin at I-65.
Files of the City Planning Commission office; re-
search for their publication of the NINETEENTH
CENTURY MOBILE ARCHITECTURE.
Deed Books, Prebhate Court Records, Mobile County
Courthouse, ‘
¢} Newspaper accounts of 1855, MOBILE DAILY REGISTER,
Public Library, Local History Division microfilm.

2) SECONDARY SOURCES

a) Newspaper c¢lippings in years subsequent to the mid-

19th century.
Clippings in the file of the MHDC.
b) Miscellanecus material in the files of the MHDC.

D) LIKELY SQURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED

1) city documents now in storage for accounts of restorations,
renovations and adaptations subsequent to the 1930's.

E) SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

See Title Page of Supplemental Material.

‘ Prepared by
Elizabketh Barrett Gould
Architectural Historian
Mobile Historie Development
Commission ' '

. May 26, 1981
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to the Mayor, Board of Aldermen

September 27, 1856, contract to finish City Hall

Mobile Daily Register, December 30,

Bond issue of 1855

1855

Catalogue of the New York Wire Railing Company
1857
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1857,
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1878 City Atlas

Sanborn
Sanborn
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Sanborn
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HABS, 1934-35, ground plans,

Map,
Map,
Map,
Map,
Map,
Map,

Plate
Plate
Plate
Plate
Plate
Plate

12, 1880
14, 1885
14, 1891
4, 1904
4, 1915
16, 1924

l1st and 2nd floors
Sanborn Map, Plate 16, 1954

Architectural Description, 3 pages

Engravings and Photographs

1887,
1894,

1894
1934-35;

Arcaded passageways, plate 14

HABS photographs,

1857

engraving, Ballou's PICTORIAL DRAWING ROOM
COMPANTION, June,
HARPER'S WEEKLY, July 16, 1887

Peter Hamilton, Art Works of Mobile & Vicinity;

AL-§

HABS drawings, elevations, plate 7

3 of the original 18

1973, Photograph by Roy Thigpen for the City
Planning Publication of 1974, NINETEENTH

CENTURY MOBILE ARCHITECTURE.
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MORILE HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION CHATN CF
Block ot/ Parcel

Tict Price Tract

Adéragg City Hall, 107-115 Royal Street

sate Grantor Considerazion
_anc‘. pede Instru- and

rafzrence Grantee ment Description
1 Dec, 1854 Bernard Tim & wf WD 44' x 111' on $6000,00
D.Bk. 7/392 to - Royal

City of Mobile,

Zharles Langdon,mayor

William Dunn,Pres. Fire.Ins

Co.
John Hodges,Pres.Szvings
Co.

1 Dec, 1854 John Weaver & wf. vD 43,61 x 113° 8000.00
D.Bk.7/397 t0 on ne cor.

City of Mobile Royal & Church
’Dec. 1854 Moses Waring WD Land beg. at 7500,00
DR 7/394 to nw cor. Church

City of Mobile & Water Streets
1 Dec. 1854 John Bloodgood WD Land beg. at 15000, 00

- to
D2 7/ 396 N nw cor,. Church

/ City of Mobile & Water Streets
18 Dec. 1854 Sidney Smith & WD 160" x 214! 7500.00
D.Bk., 7/415 Alabama Smith on nw cor,.,Church
to and Water Streets.
City of Mobile All of undivided
+ part.

5 Feb.1878 Frank McLarney QC ILand com.at ne 4%2,16

to
Mayor and- Aldermen
and Common council

o (e {5\

cor.Royal and
Church Streets

-
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MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

1l Feb. 1855; Report of the Joint Committee on Public Property
Recommendation to enlarge the Marxket by the addi-
tion of a second story to house the Municipal
Offices.

27 Dec. 1855; Report of the Committee on Puplic Property
Minutes of the Mayvor and Board of Aldermen

Concerning the fire in the 01d City Hall on Conti
Street and Jackson:

" -—- in consequence of the fire which occurred
thig morning in the Municipal Building -=—--——-—-
your Committee recommend that no repairs be made
to the present old buildings except those pre-
viously specified—--—-—ww- and that the Market Com-
mittee be requested to have the new buildings com-
pleted as the earliest period

Your Committee has ascertained from Thomas S.
James the Superintendent of the Market buildings
that they-that is the whole-can be completed
within six weeks or thereabouts, agreeably to the
original plan at a cost of between thirty three
and thirty five hundred dollars and that five
offices, viz: The Mayors, the City Clerk, Treasurer
and rooms for two Boards can be completed in ten
weeks and be ready for occupancy at a cost of be-
tween fifteen and eighteen hundred dollars- but
that these rooms and offices can be finished with
the exception of the plastering for a less sum
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CONTRACT FOR FINISHING THE MARKET-CITY HALI. COMPLEX.
27 September 1856

"This agreement made----this 27th day of September, 1856, be-
tween the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the City of
Mobile, of the first part and Richard H. Redwood, Benjamin F.
Scattergood, George W. Gregory, Thomas J. Riley and E. 8. bDar-
gan of the second part---~-that the said parties of the seccond
part for the consideration hereinafter mentioned do for them-
selveg---—convenient with the said parties of the first part
—--—--will substantially erect, build and finish and complete

the said Southern Market buildings according teo the plans,
specifications hereto attached----and that they shall and will
finish and supply all the stone, brick, iron, timber and other
materials—----and that they shall and will f£ill all the openings
to said Market on Royal Street and Water Street with Iron, the
gateways with wrought Iron gates with proper fastenings and

the Windows and Transoms to be filled with Wove-wire, three
eights of an inch in diameter; the iron gates to the main en-
trance on Royal Street to be made so that the upper portions
shall be so fixed with weights and pulleys, that they will be
opened by being drawn up; and to each of the doorways that

open into the Market yard from the stores there shall be an
iron-gate and that the above described iron work shall be good,
workmanlike and elegant and shall be worth at least thirty five
hundred dollars; and that they shall and will finish those por-
tions of the said Southern Market building called stores, so
that said stores will be tenantable by the first day of January,
1857 and that they shall and will finish that portion called the
Municipal Hall by the first day of March 1857; and that the
whole of the said Southern Market Buildings shall and will be
finished by the first day of March 1857 with the exception of
the rough casting, the putting on of which may be delayed until,
but not longer than, the weather may be warm enough.-----—--——--
——————————— . the sum of Twenty five thousand deollars.~-—=-—-

There follows the agreement for terms of payment.
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THE MOBILE DAILY REGISTER, December 30, 1855

John Forsyth, Editor
Corporation Affairs:

We find in the official journal of the city, a record of some
interesting proceedings touching the market and the unfortu-
nate fire in the Mayor's office. We copy them for the infor-
mation of our readers. The new market erected after the plan
of Mr. Architect James pretty "pictures”, although a beauti-
ful structure and quite the pride of Mobilians, has cost a
pretty sum of money. How much cannot be precisely learned,

for the Market Committee report that "the unfortunate fire in
the Mayor's office consumed all the records, papers, vouchers,
etc. It is admitted that the expenditures upon these buildings
has been far greater than was calculated- exceeding the esti-
mates by fully one hundred percent". That shows bad arithmetic
somewhere.

We may at some future time try to ascertain how much the
grounds and buildings of this pretty market have cost, lay
them before our readers, and enquire if we were not something
of a prophet when we foretold what would come to pass at the
time the whole guestion was discussed last year. An expendi-
ture of something over $105,000 is admitted.
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MOBILE LANDMARKS INVENTORY - ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION YiA@s Neb
MOBILE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION PS5

City Hall (
111 So Royal St 31

STYLISTIC INF9 Renalssance Jtallianate: accented keystones, quoining,
semni~circular headed arcades ,bracketed cornice
and applied wall pllasters in the end wingg,

PLAN1 L separate rectangular buildings are comnected by arcades,
Originally the two central buildings were connected
at the second story but the 1lst story was open for
a passageway to the market in the rear court.This
passage is now enclosed and forms the main interior
stair hallway.

All 4 buildings have their short side and gable ends towart
the street.

The two end wings are about of equal size in width but the
south wing is longer, Se= /A #P5 Drxaing.

The two central buildings are alsc unequal in width with
the southern one a little wider than the northern
one,

- A large courtyard in the rear separates the complex from
the fire station fhat was built in 1825,

The 1885 and 1891 Sanborn maps show the original plan when

-~ the market was active during the late 19th century.
The brick,central buildings were extendel to the
rear by wood sheds that formed the city mariet.
The south wing housed fish markets, broom factory,
armory and guh room ,etc., The brick buildings in
front were used for the city offices., Thare ig gtill
research needed for the north wing . )

All the building face west,

ELEVATION 2 story with cupola,
End bullding wingss facades divided into 3 bays by Tuscan
Doric pilasters that are separated oy a wide hori-
zontal belt course that articulates the 2nd story.

The 2 central buildings are divided into 3 bays by the
semi-circular headed arcade and ths windows above
each arch of the arcades, Since tas scutih ouilding
is wider than thernorth, the bays are wider but of
¢he same number,

The arcades connect the buildings. The arcudes opening up
to passageways between the end wings and the 2
central buildings are 1l story eleva:tion with
crenelated parapets, The gateway is embellished
with fine woven iron wire in the fan ntove,

The central arcade, once open, is now erclosed,

Instead of the crenelated parapet i: has m Spanish
type vith & moulded curve . 0ld photos do not show
“thig type of embellishment.
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MOBILE LANDMARKS INVENTORY ARCH1TEGTURAL DESCR1PTION Q"*v'- )

MOBILE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

‘-f‘.,,

City Hall, pg2

ELE?ATION. con't, Arcades con't,

WALL:s

ROQF

CORNICES:

PORCH1:

- WINDOWS:

The arches of the arcades have chamfered,rusticated
voussoirs and jambs. A strongly accented scroll
keystone ornaments every arch,

All exterior angles of the 2 central bulldings have quoini
of the same pattern as the rustication arcound the
arcades,

Bricks all exterior exposed walls are stuccoed and scored
except the reconstructed north wing. Trat has
stucco but no scoring.

The walls of the alley passageways have painted
bricks, laid in coursing of 5 rows of siretchers
between headers.,

All 4 buildings have gable roofs with the gables facing
on the street,

Wide ly,overhanging and heavily bracketed cornices surraund
the bulldings.

North and south wingst horizontal cornices supported by
L modillions; raking cornice of pédiment by 2 modil:
lions.

Two central buildingst horizontal cornices supported by
8 modillions and same number in the raking cornice
of the pediments. Since the north building is nar-
rower than the south building the modillicns are
closer together in the north bullding.

All modillions are acanthus scrolls, heavily carved and
massive,

A multiple moulding surrounds each modilljion and axtends
along the rear angle of the soffit and frieze formi:
a pseudo panel in the soffits.

Deeply recessed main entrance forms an interiorporch effec:
beyond the arcade. See Entrance.

The north and south wings have double sash, 6/€ lights
with 3 light transom above at the lst sStory.
The central buildings:
1st story: double windows with fan embellished by
woven iron wire,
2nd storyt 3 windows; side windows d.s., 9/3/ light:
central windows same but with side light:
with 3/2 1lights,
Windows above the enclosed central arcade,casement
with 10 small panes in each and a 4 lighi
transom. Center window same plus side 1ig




e ' : | . HPGES Na. RL- 6‘
" mo ARCHITECTU. .L DESCRIPTION ( ¥36)
uoaﬂslff éANDMARKS INVENTORY - %

'TY PLANNING COMMISS 0N City Hall, pg—3—

. ENTRANCE: South wing,recessed central entrance between the central

pilasters of the bay.

Main entrance of the southern central buillding is deeply
recessed with semi-circular barrel vault.

Opening on outer surface of wall with a Ian of woven
jron wire,

Glazed door is modern with a single pane of glass,
a single light long side lights.

The 1 light transom is enclosed by a  shallow
stuccoed arch whose extrados contirues into a
horizontal band extanding across the wall of
the recessed porch.

Door of the north central building is similar,

The Cupola is polygonal,with semi-circular openings framed by appiied Tuscan
pilasters,an overhanging ccrnice with twin brackesis
at each angle of the cupola, Soffits paneled,frieze moulded

Miscs For more detail see H.A.B.S. and the Nytional Register form

~

E.B.Gould, 1974
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